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 A vitr ect omy is outpa tie nt sur gery where the  eye’s vit reous  gel and remainin g 

lens ma terial ar e saf ely r emoved. T he ey�H���L�V���²�O�O�H�G��at the end of sur gery  

with saline ( salt w ater) solution or a gas bubble , and the oper ation is typically 

very succes sful.  

 The sur gery causes only mild pain and only a small per centage of  

pa tients r equir e over-the-c ount er pain r elievers aft er the pr oc edur e.  

The vision is cloudy f ollo wing vitr ect om y sur gery while the e ye heals, but 

gr adually impr oves.  

 Complica tions ar e relativ ely unc ommon aft er vitr ect om y sur gery , and 

include r etinal t ears or r etinal detachment  (1 in 100 pa tients ). Inf ection and 

bleeding can also oc cur (about 1 in 2000 pa tients ).  

 Patients who ha ve vitr ect om y sur gery ar e monit or ed car efully aft erw ard  

to w atch f or these pot ential c omplica tions. Mos t pa tients who r equir e  

vitr ect om y f or r etained lens fr agments aft er ca tar act sur gery achie ve  

excellent vision. 
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Clinical T erms  (appearing BLUE within fact sheet text)

Floa ter: Mobile  blurry shad ow that partia lly obsc ures vision. Floa ters ar e mos t bo thersome 
when near the c ent er of vision and les s anno ying when the y settle t o the side of the 
vision. T hey ma y appear lik e cob webs, dus t, or a s warm of insects—or in the shape of  
a cir cle or o val, called a Weiss ring . 

Retinal detachment: A c ondition wher e the r etina separ ates fr om the back of the e ye 
wall. This ma y be caused b y vitr �H�R�X�V���³�X�L�G���O�H�D�N�L�Q�J���W�Krough a r etinal t ear or hole and  
collecting under the r etina, causing it t o separ ate fr om the tis sue ar ound it.

Retina t ear: A rip or disc ontinuity in the r etina, which is the thin la yer of light-sensitiv e 
nerv e tis sue tha t lines the back of the e ye and is r esponsible f or sight.

Vit rect omy surgery (a lso called pa rs plana  vit rectomy surgery): A p rocedur e unde rta ken 
by a specialis t wher e the vitr eous gel tha �W���²�O�O�V���W�K�H��eye cavity is r emoved t o pr ovide  
bett er ac cess to the r etina. T his allo ws for a v ariety of r epairs, including the r emo val of 
scar tis sue, laser r epair of r etinal detachments and tr eatment of macular holes. Onc e 
surgery is c omplet e, saline , a gas bubble or silic one oil ma y be inject ed int o the vitr eous 
gel t o help hold the r etina in position.

Vit reous or  vit reous  humor: The “gel” tha t �²lls up the inside  of the  eye or vitr eous cavity .
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